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H I S T O R I C A L  N O T E  

The University of Cambridge is thought to have originated in the early thirteenth century, and there is no 
doubt that by about 1250 it was a recognized centre of study. It was not, however, until 1318 that 
Cambridge received from Pope John XXII formal recognition as a Studium Generale or Universitas. 

The University is a common law corporation, being a corporation by prescription consisting of a 
Chancellor, Masters, and Scholars who from time out of mind have had the government of their members 
and enjoyed the privileges of such a corporation. By Act of Parliament 13 Elizabeth Cap. 29 passed in the 
year 1571 the incorporation of the University and all privileges then held under charter or by prescription 
were duly confirmed. The University is now authorized by the Lord Chancellor to act in relation to 
charitable, ecclesiastical, and public trusts as a trust corporation. 

The corporate title of the University is The Chancellor, Masters, and Scholars of the University of 
Cambridge. 

A R M S  O F  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  
The arms now borne by the University of Cambridge, gules a cross 
ermine and four gold leopards with a book gules upon the cross, 
were granted by Robert Cooke, Clarencieux King of Arms, on 9 June 
1573. 

R E D U C E D  D R A W I N G  O F  
T H E  C O M M O N  S E A L  

The Common Seal now in use was made in 1580 and on the reverse 
bears the inscription Matthaeus Stokis Bedellus dedit formam 1580 
Guilielmus Farrand Procurator dedit materiam. 





P R E F A C E  

During 2012–13, new Statutes were approved by the Regent House. The new Statutes were approved 
by Her Majesty in Council on 11 February 2014 and incorporated into the 2014 edition. For information 
about the Statutes prior to those approved on 11 February 2014, see the preface to the 2014 edition. 

The following amending Statutes have been made as shown below. These have been incorporated 
into the present edition and have been approved by His Majesty in Council as follows: 

Approved by Published in 
Grace Order in Council Reporter, 2023–24 Passages affected 

2 of 8 March 2023 21 February 2024 p. 405 A V 1(b) and 8(b), A VII 1 
E VI  2(b), F I,  F  II  

2 of 17 May 2023 21 February 2024 p. 405 A IV 2(e), A V 18, A X 9 
B I  1(e) 

2 of 19 February 2020 22 May 2024 p. 613 D II 12 

The following have been incorporated into the present edition, although they had not received the 
approval of His Majesty in Council at the time when the volume was passed for press: 

Grace Passages affected 

2 of 14 February 2024 A I 7, B I 2, D II 3 




