





skip to content






  
    
      
        [image: University of Cambridge]
      

      	
          Study at Cambridge
        
	
          About the University
        
	
          Research at Cambridge
        


    


    
      
      

    


    

      

        Search site

        
          
            

            
            
          

        

      


    

  




  
    
      
        

        
        
      

    

  






  
    
      Home
    

  

  
    
      
        	Study at Cambridge


        
          	
              Undergraduate
              	
                  Undergraduate courses
                
	
                  Applying
                
	
                  Events and open days
                
	
                  Fees and finance
                


            


        

        
          	
              Postgraduate
              	
                  Postgraduate courses
                
	
                  How to apply
		
	
                  Postgraduate events
                
	
		  Fees and funding
		


            


        

        
          	
              International
                students
            
	
              Continuing education
            
	
              Executive and professional education
            
	
              Courses in education
            


        

      


      
        	About the University


        
          	
              How the
                University and Colleges work
            
	
              Term dates and calendars
            
	
              History
            
	
              Map
            
	
              Visiting the University
            


        

        
          	
              Annual reports
            
	
              Equality and diversity
            
	
              News
            
	
              A global university
            


        

        
          	
              Events
            
	
              Public engagement
            
	
              Jobs
            
	
              Give to Cambridge
            


        

      


      
        	Research at Cambridge


      

    


    	
        For staff
      
	
        For Cambridge students
      
	
        For alumni
      
	
        For our researchers
      
	
        Business and enterprise
      
	
        Colleges & departments
      
	
        Email & phone search
      
	
        Give to Cambridge
      
	
        Libraries
      
	
        Museums & collections
      


  





  
    
      

        	Home
	Governance and strategy



                          
        
                  
                  Governance and Compliance Division                            

        
        
      

    

  




  
    
        
    

  
  
  
  
    
  	Home
	About the GCD	About the GCD overview
	Who we are
	What we do


	Assurance, audit & regulatory compliance	Assurance, audit & regulatory compliance overview
	Assurance & audit	Assurance & audit overview
	Departmental assurance


	Risk management	Risk management overview
	Risk management at Cambridge
	Risk management policy
	Risk management guide & training
	Risk management documentation
	Risk Steering Committee


	Incident management and business continuity planning	Incident management and business continuity planning overview
	Policy and plans
	Oversight and reporting
	Documentation tools
	Further guidance




	Information compliance
	Governance and strategy	Governance and strategy overview
	University-wide policies
	University-wide Conflict of Interest Policy	University-wide Conflict of Interest Policy overview
	Conflict of Interest Policy
	Appendix 1: examples
	Appendix 2: template register
	Appendix 3: declaration categories
	Appendix 4: related policies
	FAQ for individuals completing the online annual declaration of interests form
	FAQ for individuals in institutions about declaring conflicts of interests
	FAQ for Heads of Institutions and DAs
	FAQ for principal, central decision-making bodies
	FAQ for Heads and Secretaries of the Schools


	Policy against Bribery and Corruption	Policy against Bribery and Corruption overview
	A. Background and purpose
	B. Application of the Policy
	C. Statement of policy
	D. Implementation
	E. Responsibilities of the Registrary
	F. Interaction with other policies
	Schedule 1 - Interpretation
	Schedule 2 - Reporting
	Schedule 3 - specific guidance


	University Free Speech Principles
	University Statement on Freedom of Speech	University Statement on Freedom of Speech overview
	Statement on political campaigning and leafleting


	The University and the students' union
	Anti-slavery and Anti-trafficking Statement and Policy
	University Safeguarding Statement


	The University record	The University record overview


	A to Z
	Contact us





  




  

    

  



  
    
              
           
        

      
      
        
                    Policy against Bribery and Corruption 

                  

      

    

  


  
    
              
          
              
    

  
  
  
  
    
  	Governance and Compliance Division
	Governance and strategy

	Policy against Bribery and Corruption	A. Background and purpose
	B. Application of the Policy
	C. Statement of policy
	D. Implementation
	E. Responsibilities of the Registrary
	F. Interaction with other policies
	Schedule 1 - Interpretation
	Schedule 2 - Reporting
	Schedule 3 - specific guidance


	University-wide policies
	University-wide Conflict of Interest Policy
	University Free Speech Principles
	University Statement on Freedom of Speech
	The University and the students' union
	Anti-slavery and Anti-trafficking Statement and Policy
	University Safeguarding Statement




  




  

          

        

                            

          

            
                                      
              
    

  
  
  
  
    

  
      
  
      
      
      Introductory guidance


This policy has been introduced in response to the Bribery Act 2010 (the Act).


The Act creates four key offences:-


	Active bribery (the offence of offering to bribe another)
	Passive bribery (the offence of accepting or requesting a bribe)
	Bribery of a foreign public official
	Failing to prevent bribery (the offence by a commercial organisation, including potentially a university, of failure to prevent bribery by any person associated with it)



The maximum sentence is 10 years for individuals who commit such offences. Organisations are liable to an unlimited fine. It is expected that fines are likely to be defined with reference to an organisation's annual turnover, a method used when punishing anti-competitive conduct by organisations.


Failing to prevent bribery


The first three offences are not unexpected, and apply to individuals as opposed to organisations. What is new is the strict liability offence of failing to prevent bribery. The University can be liable for the actions of any person carrying out services on its behalf, in whatever capacity. This could include any contractors, agents or subsidiary companies.


The Act has extra-territorial reach, so the bribery does not need to take place on UK soil. Further, if organisational failures occur with the consent or connivance of any senior officers, they too could be liable for an offence under the Act as individuals.


The only defence the University would have if charged with failing to prevent bribery is the defence of 'Adequate Procedures'. In summary, this means that the University can escape or mitigate liability if it can show that it had sufficient safeguards in place throughout the institution to prevent persons associated with it from undertaking acts of bribery.


It is this element of the legislation that has the greatest potential impact. As an institution it is essential that a robust Anti-Bribery and Corruption Policy and appropriate training are put in place.
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    Contact


Governance and Compliance Division

The Old Schools

Trinity Lane

Cambridge

CB2 1TN


T: 01223 332311


E: GCDEnquiries@admin.cam.ac.uk

 


Privacy policy

  




  

              

      
                    
    

  
  
  
  
    RO team emails:


reporter.editor@admin.cam.ac.uk


foi@admin.cam.ac.uk


data.protection@admin.cam.ac.uk


governance@admin.cam.ac.uk


roll.enquiries@admin.cam.ac.uk


auditcommittee@admin.cam.ac.uk


riskmanagement@admin.cam.ac.uk


 

  




  

              

      
                    
    

  
  
  
  
    RO managed websites


Cambridge University Reporter


Freedom of Information


Data Protection


University Governance


Statutes and Ordinances
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