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Your comments and contributions are always welcome. 
Please send them to the Editor at newsletter@admin.cam.ac.uk
The deadline for the next issue is 19 February.
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‘Centuries of Science’ will be the theme 
of the next Science Festival. Taking place 
9-22 March, the Festival’s theme was 
selected to recognise the University’s 
800th Anniversary. More than 160 free 
events, from hands-on activities to cafes 
scientifiques will be on offer. ‘Science on 
Saturday 1’ will be held on 14 March and 
will offer family activities throughout 
the city centre. ‘Science on Saturday 
2’ will be held 21 March, with family 
activities focused on the University’s West 
Cambridge Site. 
k www.cambridgescience.org

An innovative £2 million gift to the 
University will create the Pigott Scholars 
Programme, which will ensure annual 
funding of UK graduate students studying 
in the arts, humanities and social sciences 
departments. There will be two Pigott 
Scholars admitted each year, beginning in 
2009-2010, which will enable six Scholars 
to be in residence on a continuous basis 
from 2011-2012. The programme is 
funded by the Piggot family, which has an 
103-year tradition of supporting global 
educational excellence.

 

Advancing by degrees, an exhibition 
capturing 800 years of University 
development, learning and student life, 
opened at the University Library on 20 
January as part of the University’s 800th 
Anniversary celebrations. The exhibition 
showcases documents and images from 
the University Archives, such as this 
picture of swimming club members at 
bathing sheds on the Cam, circa 1924. 
The show explores and illustrates the 
journey the University has made since 
1209, including the University’s origins – 
true and false. The exhibition runs until 
20 June (closed 10-13 April inclusive). 
Admission is free. 
k www.lib.cam.ac.uk/exhibitions/800/

Gateway to the future
A Cambridge alumnus is helping to 
build a network of future leaders by 
spreading the word about a prestigious 
University scholarship programme to 
students in the South Pacific region.

Chris Tooley is one of 15 
international ambassadors for 
the Cambridge Gates Scholarship 
programme. All are former Gates 
scholars and hail from countries as 
diverse as Thailand, Malaysia, Spain, 
India, Zambia, China and the US. 
Their role is to promote the Gates 
Cambridge Scholarships to universities 
in their region. 

There are 250 Gates scholars 
studying at Cambridge and 828 
scholars from 85 different countries 
have been on the scholarship 
programme since 2001. The generous 
scholarships were established in 2000 
by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
to enable outstanding graduate 
students from outside the UK to study 
at the University. They are awarded 
on the basis of a person’s intellectual 
ability, leadership capacity and desire 
to contribute to society. All Gates 
alumni were sent an open invitation 
to take part in the ambassadors 
scheme and to describe the top three 
experiences they have had as a result of 
being a Gates scholar.

Tooley, who did his PhD in Political 
Sociology from 2002-2006, plans to 
raise the profile of the scholarship and 
encourage applications, particularly 
from indigenous students, through 
seminars and e-communication. He 
says his years spent at Cambridge 
gave him “a sense of community and 
interaction amongst scholars from 
the four corners of the globe”. He now 
holds a postdoctoral fellowship in 
politics at the University of Auckland, 
New Zealand. 

k http://gatesscholar.org/

The University will help to celebrate 
the lives and achievements of the 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transsexual 
community in February by hosting a 
variety of events, including a literary 
evening at Lucy Cavendish College 
featuring authors Manda Scott and 
Stella Duffy. 

LGBT History Month is a national 
festival, held annually each February. 
The festival events provide an 
opportunity to learn more about the 

histories of LGBT people throughout 
Great Britain. 

Events at the University will be 
hosted by the Equality and Diversity 
Section, the LGBT Staff Network and 
the Cambridge University Student 
Union (CUSU) LGBT Campaign, but 
public events throughout Cambridge 
are planned. 

k http://www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/
hr/equality/ 

Chris Tooley

Celebrate LGBT successes



Third Campaign Report published
The University and Colleges raised 
£138 million during the 2007-2008 
fiscal year. Overall, the January 2009 
Campaign Report has announced that, 
as of 31 July 2008, £801 million had 
been raised toward the Campaign’s 
£1 billion goal. As the University seeks 
to weather the current economic 
downturn, the support these funds 
give to staff and students in their 
research and studies will become 
increasingly important. 

The Campaign is raising funds for 
four broad goals: supporting staff, 
students, the freedom to discover, and 
architectural heritage and collections. 
Since the Campaign began with a 
“quiet phase” in 2001, 34 percent of 
gifts have gone to support staff while 
17 per cent have been earmarked for 
enhancing the freedom to discover. 

Support for students and 
architectural heritage and collections 
has accounted for 32 per cent of the 
gifts. For the Colleges, raising money 
for these two goals is complementary 
as a large proportion of funds raised 
to support the Colleges’ architectural 
heritage will improve existing buildings 

as well as create new ones. 
Gifts to Cambridge can have 

far-reaching impact . An endowment 
gift from His Royal Highness Prince 
Alwaleed Bin Talal will support a Centre 
of Islamic Studies, named for its 
founder, which will aim to advance 
cross-cultural dialogue between the 
Muslim world and the West. The 
Parmee Prize for Entrepreneurship and 
Enterprise, sponsored by Richard 
Parmee, will give Pembroke College 
students with the desire to translate 
research into the marketplace an 
opportunity to do so. And, at the 
Department of Physiology, Development 
and Neuroscience, potentially life-
saving advances are being funded by 
an anonymous donor for the new 
Centre for Trophoblast Research.

k For a copy of the new 2007-2008 
Campaign Report, visit www.cam.
ac.uk/800campaign 

k Professor Cartledge will deliver his 
Inaugural Lecture, “Forever Young: Why 
Cambridge has a Professor of Greek 
Culture,” on Monday 16 February at 5pm 
in the Mill Lane Lecture Rooms. 
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800th Campaign is making a difference
The reach of Cambridge’s 800th 
Anniversary Campaign stretches far 
beyond the confines of the University. 

For Professor Paul Cartledge, a 
campaign gift will aid him in his efforts 
to help increase our understanding of 
ancient Greece. Professor Cartledge is 
the new AG Leventis Professor of Greek 
Culture, a chair that has been endowed 
by a generous donation from the 
Cyprus-based Leventis Foundation.

“It is a chair for public understanding 
of ancient Greece and what it means to 
our culture,” says Professor Cartledge, 
who regularly comments on Greek 
culture for radio and television 
programmes. “I teach history but 
with a contemporary angle. The 
ancient Greeks are one of the cultural 
ancestors of western civilisation and 
their influence can still be seen in our 
language, philosophy and art.”

In addition to supporting the new 
Greek culture chair, the Leventis 
Foundation has also established a 
graduate scholarship fund for Classics 
at Clare College and is providing 
funding for the completion of a major 
online Greek Lexicon project at 
Cambridge as well as for a series of 
graduate studentships in Modern Greek. 
The Foundation was established in 1979 
by Anastasios G Leventis. His son, the late 
Constantinos (“Deno”) read Classics at 
Clare College, where Professor Cartledge 
has been a Fellow since 1981. 

Cambridge’s Faculty of Classics is 
one of the world’s best and was ranked 
first in the 2008 Research Assessment 
Exercise. Professor Cartledge’s own 
research into the history of Greek 
political thought and practice, and the 
societies and economies of Classical 
Greece, especially Sparta, has won him 
many international accolades. 

However, he was still surprised by 
the Foundation’s generous £2 million 
benefaction. “My first response was 
astonishment, because it was the first 
chair endowed in this Faculty since the 
Second World War,” he says. “It is a quite 
unusual and special gift.” 

Professor Paul Cartledge is 
the AG Leventis Professor of 
Greek Culture, a position that 
was recently endowed by the 
Leventis Foundation.
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In total, 
the 800th 
Anniversary 
Campaign has 
now raised 
£801 million 
of its £1 billion 
goal



The opening of the Centre for the 
Physics of Medicine on 16 December 
ushered in a new era in research by 
bringing together researchers working 
in the physical sciences, life sciences 
and clinical sciences.

The vision of the Physics of Medicine 
initiative is to draw physics into the 
medical and life sciences by creating an 

environment where researchers from 
these different fields work together. 
The Centre is housed in a brand new 
£12m building and is the first step in 
the University’s investment in Physics 
of Medicine on the West Cambridge 
Site. It includes a state-of-the-art 
laboratory space and core facilities.
k www.pom.cam.ac.uk/research/

ALL NEW … 
Resource for 
College staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calling all tour 
guides 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protect your image 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A fresh look at 
Darwin

Pay a visit to the online edition of the Newsletter: 
www.admin.cam.ac.uk/univ/newsletter/
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The Office of External Affairs and 
Communications has developed a 
website as a resource for College staff 
on communication topics. This College 
Communications website, www.
admin.cam.ac.uk/cam-only/offices/
communications/colleges, is available 
to a designated user group, which 
includes Heads of House, Bursars, Senior 
Tutors, Admissions Tutors, Development 
Officers and Librarians. The site offers: 
weekly summaries of College media 
coverage; guidances on a range of key 
communications topics; and access to the 
free Cambridge Photo Library.
k To inquire about site access, contact 
Susan Dalzell, skd30@admin.cam.ac.uk

Do you know about the history or 
architecture of the building or grounds in 
which you work? The Community Affairs 
team is looking for budding tour guides 
to provide enthusiastic and informed 
tours of interesting buildings and grounds 
within the University and Colleges. Open 
Cambridge welcomes local residents 
and community groups on the 11-12 
September to discover ‘hidden Cambridge’ 
through tours led by staff and students.
k For details, visit www.open-cambridge.
org or contact Joanna McPhee, joanna.
mcphee@admin.cam.ac.uk

New consent forms and guidance notes 
are now available to staff who are taking 
photos, filming video or recording audio 
material for publication on behalf of the 
University. The guidelines explain when 
consent forms are needed and provide 
details on how copyright is assigned. The 
forms available include releases, copyright 
designations and perimeter signage for 
public events.
k www.admin.cam.ac.uk/cam-only/offices/ 
communications/services/photoconsent/

In 2009, the University is celebrating the 
bicentenary of Charles Darwin’s birth and 
the 150th anniversary of the publication of 
his seminal work, On the Origin of Species. 
A Festival of science, society, literature, 
history, philosophy, theology, art and music 
arising from the writings, life and times of 
Darwin will take place in Cambridge on 
the 5 to 10 July. The events include talks, 
discussions, performances, workshops, 
exhibitions and tours.
k For details and registration information, 
visit www.darwin2009.cam.ac.uk/

Good news for pensions

‘Physics of Medicine’ 
centre opens

The University has commenced work 
on a project which will allow members 
of the Universities Superannuation 
Scheme (USS) and the Cambridge 
University Assistants’ Contributory 
Pension Scheme (CPS) to increase their 
take home pay whilst continuing to 
accrue benefits in the pension scheme. 

In this arrangement, to be 
introduced in the first half of 2009, 
members of the pension scheme 
elect to forego a part of their salary 
equivalent to their own contributions 
to the relevant pension scheme. In 
exchange, the University pays this 
amount to the pension scheme in 
addition to the normal employer 
contributions to the Scheme. 

As a result of giving up a part of 
their salary, employees will pay lower 
National Insurance contributions and 

their take home pay will increase. All 
staff who are members of USS and 
the CPS will be receiving detailed 
information directly from the University 
later in the Lent term.

The majority of USS and the 
CPS members are expected to be 
able to benefit from taking part 
in this arrangement, although it is 
not possible for employees whose 
reduced salary would be below the 
National Minimum Wage to take part. 
It also may not be in the interests of 
employees whose earnings would 
be reduced below the level at which 
National Insurance contributions start 
to be paid to take part. The University 
will be writing separately to staff who 
fall into these groups.
k www.admin.cam.ac.uk/offices/
pensions/

Nobel winning biophysicist Professor Sir Aaron Klug, Head of EPSRC Professor David Delpy, the Vice-
Chancellor Professor Alison Richard, and Professor Athene Donald of the Department of Physics gather 
outside the new Centre for the Physics of Medicine. 
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Many of Cambridge’s museums and institutions have unsung heroes who provide time, money 
and extra effort to ensure that the collections they love have healthy futures. Why not consider 
joining their ranks? 
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With a little help from 
your Friends
When writer and editor Martin 
Thompson and his young family 
moved to Cambridge from London 
16 years ago, Thompson was thrilled 
to discover Kettle’s Yard almost on his 
doorstep. Although he had worked in 
the arts, he had never visited the house 
or gallery before. Soon he, his wife and 
daughters were regular visitors, taking 
part in the classes organised by the 
education department. 

“Walking into Kettle’s Yard, 
and experiencing the wonderful 
environment that Jim Ede created, 
was a real revelation. It was a couple 
of years before I joined the Friends of 
Kettle’s Yard, which had been set up 
in the mid 1980s to see the house and 
gallery through a financial crisis. Ever 
since then the Friends have played a 
big part of my life and the collection 
itself has inspired my work as a 
sculptor,” he says.

Right across the University, groups 
of Friends are involved in supporting 
the museums, buildings, collections 
and gardens they love. The reasons for 
becoming a Friend are many, levels of 
involvement vary widely, and Friends 
come from many backgrounds and age 
groups – from school children upwards. 

At Kettle’s Yard, there are currently 
about 1,200 members of the Friends 
group, an impressive number for 
a small arts organisation. The cost 
of membership is modest (£15 
single, £25 double) and offers great 
value for money in terms of access 
to events, tours and trips – and 
countless opportunities to see behind 
the scenes, meet artists and art 
historians informally, and learn about 
contemporary art. 

“The Friends are really sociable and 
inclusive. We’re united by a common 
interest in the arts, and the group is in 

no way elitist or stuffy. We’ve set up an 
off-shoot called the Art Crowd, aimed 
at busy people who enjoy informal 
events, often arranged at short notice,” 
says Thompson, who sits on the Kettle’s 
Yard events committee and has helped 
to organise Friends trips to Japan, 
Berlin and Washington.

As well as enjoying art-related 
activities, the Friends of Kettle’s Yard 
make a valuable financial contribution 
to the house and gallery, each year 
making a £35,000 donation from 
funds raised through events and 
subscriptions. The Friends also made a 
recent one-off donation of £109,000 to 
the development of new offices which 
is the first stage of a plan to improve 
Kettle’s Yard’s facilities for staff and 
visitors. 

k Contact: (7)48100, mail@kettlesyard.
cam.ac.uk, www.kettlesyard.co.uk/
supporters/friends.html

Cambridge University Botanic Gardens 
•	 Enjoy the 40-acre haven without paying any further admission charges
•	 Receive invitations to visits to other gardens, lectures from leading 

experts and exclusive social events
•	 Receive three newsletters a year and sign up to a weekly e-mail bulletin
k Contact: (3)36271, friends@botanic.cam.ac.uk,  

www.botanic.cam.ac.uk/Friends1.htm

Fitzwilliam Museum
•	 Exclusive lectures, private views and tours behind the scenes at the 

Museum
•	 Special mailings with What’s On information, newsletters and the 

Museum’s biennial review
•	 Visits to exhibitions, art galleries and historic houses in Britain and abroad
•	 Use of an exclusive Friends’ Room when visiting the Museum
k �Contact: (3)32933, fitzmuseum-friends@lists.cam.ac.uk,  

www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/support/friends/

Scott Polar Research Institute
•	 Receive a newsletter outlining news and information about the 

Institute and other polar activities
•	 Invitations to the popular Saturday evening public lecture series
•	 A wide range of social events are held throughout the year
k Contact: (3)36540, friends@spri.cam.ac.uk, www.spri.cam.ac.uk/friends/

Sedgwick Museum
•	 Talks and tours of the Museum, its collections and behind the scenes
•	 Guided visits to places of geological interest
•	 Social events including a garden party and an annual dinner
•	 Newsletters to keep informed about events and activities
•	 Exclusive previews of new exhibitions
k �Contact: (3)33456, sedgwickmuseum@esc.cam.ac.uk,  

www.sedgwickmuseum.org/activities/friends.html

Cambridge University Library
•	 A programme of meetings, outings, visits to Library departments and 

talks on various topics runs throughout the year
•	 Attend regular, exclusive views of new Library exhibitions
•	 Receive the Bulletin of the Friends, containing articles and notes about 

both Library and Society 
•	 Most library publications are available to Friends at a 20 per cent discount
k Contact: (3)33055, friends@lib.cam.ac.uk, www.lib.cam.ac.uk/friends/

Martin Thompson enjoys visits to Kettle’s Yard.

Friends around Cambridge
Membership has its benefits, as they say. Becoming a Friend of an 
institution not only provides the organisation with much-needed support, 
but also offers the member perks not available to the general public.



For 800 years, Cambridge Colleges have proven time and again their staying power
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It’s not difficult to know who 
claims rights as founder of Trinity 
College. Look up as you enter the 
College’s Great Gate on Trinity Street 
and it’s easy to spot a large statue of 
Henry VIII, looking smugly down. (He 
might not look so smug if he realised 
the regal sceptre he’s clutching is 
actually a wooden chair leg.)

A clue to Trinity’s earlier roots is 
found further into the College. Another 
king stares stonily out at the Great 
Court from his perch in the clock tower, 
next to the chapel. King Edward III’s 
statue remains as a reminder of King’s 
Hall, one of two Colleges which, along 
with Physwick’s Hostel, had their land 
and buildings combined to form Trinity 
College in 1546.

Cambridge’s past is not littered with 
the carcasses of failed colleges. Given 
that the University’s beginnings can be 
traced back 800 years, it is a testament 
to the staying power of its institutions 
that, once founded, a Cambridge 
College is almost as reliable as death 
and taxes. 

Cambridge’s first College, 
Peterhouse, wasn’t founded until 1284, 
75 years after the 1209 anniversary 
we are celebrating this year. “The early 
scholars weren’t tied to buildings. If 
things got too rough, they put their 
things on a cart and left,” says Dr 
Andrew Lacey, who teaches courses on 
the history of Cambridge Colleges for 
the University’s Institute of Continuing 
Education. 

The area occupied by the 
Great Court of Trinity College 
would once have been filled 
with the buildings of King’s 
Hall, Physwick’s Hostel and 
Michaelhouse.

Adept at adapting

Early Colleges housed Fellows, but 
students were on their own to find 
lodgings in places like Physwick’s 
Hostel, often owned by city residents 
with no University affiliation. With 
time, Colleges took on the shape we 
recognise today, with students and 
Fellows all residing within college walls.

Over the years, Colleges proved 
adept at adapting to changing 
circumstances. 

Magdalene College’s roots trace 
back to a monk’s hostel established in 
1428, on through Buckingham College, 
formed in the late 15th century and 
open to non-monks, and a refounding 
by Thomas, Lord Audley in 1542, 
providing its current name. 

Christ’s College was established 
as God’s House in 1437, near present 
day King’s. Within 80 years, it had 
abandoned its original location to 
accommodate plans for the creation 
of King’s College Chapel and had been 
refounded by Lady Margaret Beaufort.

The first charter for St Bernard’s 
College, given by King Henry VI in 1446, 
was revoked a year later. A second 
charter didn’t last long either, returned 
to the King in 1447 or 1448 with the 
lands surrendered so they could be 
used by his wife, Queen Margaret of 
Anjou, to found a College. Her College 
survived – refounded in 1465 by 
Elizabeth Woodville, the wife of King 
Edward IV – and is still officially the 

Queen’s College of St Margaret and 
St Bernard, although we know it as 
Queens’. 

More recently, Cavendish College’s 
survival was short-lived. Founded in 
1876 to offer a low-cost education and 
recognised as a ‘Public Hostel’ of the 
University, it closed its doors from a 
lack of funding by 1891. The buildings 
and land were purchased soon after by 
Homerton College. 

Without Henry VIII’s intervention, 
there is no way to know what might 
have been the eventual fate of King’s 
Hall – which King Edward II founded 
in 1317 to educate Chapel Royal 
choristers and Edward III refounded in 
1337 – and Michaelhouse, founded in 
1324 by Hervey de Stanton, Edward II’s 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

In fact, the Reformation could have 
proven fatal to the entire University, 
since almost all of the Colleges had 
religious foundations. “There was 
a moment in the 1540s when the 
University thought it would go the way 
of the monasteries,” Lacey says. “There 
was a lot of backstage manoeuvring, 
and instead, Henry VIII was convinced 
that he should found an enormous 
College of his own.”

k Andrew Lacey will be teaching a day 
as well as a term-length course on the 
history of Cambridge Colleges this spring. 
Visit www.cont-ed.cam.ac.uk

a college for soldiers
In October 1945, more than 150 American GIs, awaiting shipment back to 
the United States, began studying at the University under the US Army’s 
Information and Education Programme. Since nearly half of them were 
quartered at the Bull Hotel on King’s Parade, Provost Dr JT Sheppard of 
King’s College recommended they be given the name Bull College. The 
students came from all ranks within the Army.

The service members took their status as a College seriously, naming a 
Master, designing a coat of arms (featuring the Stars and Stripes and the 
Union Jack) and a College tie, and competing in the Lent Bumps. After 
the second term was completed in March 1946, the Army pulled the plug, 
as the men were needed to shore up depleted ETO (European Theatre 
of Operations) forces. Deprived of all its students in one fell swoop, Bull 
College was one Cambridge College which would not survive.
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At Cambridge, ceremony is not just about graduation – it’s 
rooted in the fabric of University life. Meet Timothy Milner, 
who has made it his mission to study the ins and outs of the 
ceremonies that punctuate the University year

On a normal working day, the 
University’s Ceremonial Officer and 
Additional Pro-Proctor for Ceremonial 
Occasions is likely to be found in a dark 
suit, its sombreness offset nicely when 
paired with bright red socks, highly 
polished shoes and a dapper tie. On 
ceremonial duty, however, his dress is 
strictly a black and white affair – black 
gown, cassock and square cap with 
white wing-collar and bands – and 

most definitely no red socks.
The ceremonial kit-wearing stage 

only comes as a final step after weeks 
or months of preparation however, 
which in turn follows years of studying 
the details of University protocol.

Tim Milner became the University’s 
Ceremonial Officer, a part-time position 
based in the Vice-Chancellor’s Office, in 
November 2005. He works behind the 
scenes to help ensure that everything 

from VIP visits to the University and 
the Honorary Degree Congregation to 
the formal reading out of the results 
in Parts II and III of the Maths Tripos 
go smoothly. He is Secretary to both 
the Senate-House Syndicate and the 
Select Preachers Syndicate, which is 
responsible for nominating preachers 
for the six University Sermons each year.

In many cases, his job boils down to 
knowing or researching the answers 
to basic questions like who should 
wear what and why, where they should 
stand or sit, and when they ought to be 
saying whatever it is they might want 
or need to say. His is usually a back-
stage job, whether quickly whispering 
guidance on cap-doffing etiquette to 
a new Deputy Vice-Chancellor about 
to preside at a Discussion or working, 
over a period of months, to ensure that 
everyone from the Orator to the florist 
and the local police are kept briefed 
and co-ordinated for their roles at a 
major occasion such as the Honorary 
Degree Ceremony.

“I spend quite a lot of time providing 
information and giving assistance 
to University officers and members, 
partnership organisations and even to 
the general public,” Milner says. Some 
contacts ‘out of the blue’ can be quite 
touching, such as when an Australian 
lady arranged to bring her late father’s 
doctoral robes back to the UK on a 
recent visit, wanting to find a suitable 

All things great 
and ceremonial

Above right, Tim Milner. 
Below, the Vice-Chancellor, 
accompanied by the Esquire 
Bedells and the University 
Marshall, walks to her 1 October 
address in 2007.
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ceremonial glossary

Proctors  Two officials who are elected annually 
on the nomination of the Colleges in rotation as the 
representatives of the Regent House in formal and 
disciplinary matters. They have ceremonial duties at 
Congregations and elsewhere, and are responsible 
for maintaining public order and freedom of speech 
in the University. A person nominated usually serves 
first for one year as Pro-Proctor, then for a year 
as Proctor and finally for a further year as Deputy 
Proctor. There is a permanent Special Pro-Proctor 
for Motor Vehicles and extra Pro-Proctors can be 
appointed for particular purposes.

Orator  The Orator composes and presents speeches 
in Latin, primarily to honour recipients of honorary 
degrees, but also as addresses for presentation to 
other universities and institutions.

Esquire Bedells  Two officials who have important 
responsibilities at Congregations, University 
Sermons and other ceremonial events. Amongst 
other duties they carry the University Maces before 
the Chancellor or Vice-Chancellor, order University 
processions and call forward each graduand at a 
Degree Congregation.

University Constables  Part-time officers, usually 
employees of the University or Colleges, who are 
sworn as constables under the 1825 Universities 
Act to assist the Proctors in their disciplinary and 
ceremonial functions. They were popularly known, 
in former days when the Proctors prowled the 
streets on the watch for unruly undergraduates, as 
‘bulldogs’. 

place for them to be kept and used in 
his memory.

He is quick to point out that he has 
a lot of help from others. “Although as 
far as I know I am the first specifically 
designated Ceremonial Officer based in 
the Old Schools, it should be stressed 
that in addition to my colleagues in the 
Vice-Chancellor’s Office and in the Old 
Schools more generally, there are many 
others whose duties are traditionally 
concerned with ceremonial to a greater 
or lesser extent” he says. “My post is a 
co-ordinating role and much of what I 
do had earlier been done by the Vice-
Chancellor’s Private Secretary.”

It’s the kind of role that, in a sense, has 
evolved from other aspects of his life.

“I’ve always had a strong interest in 
costume and ceremonial dress,” he says. 
Even as a child, robes began to interest 
him, something perhaps inherited from 
his artist grandmother, who amassed a 
collection of costume plates.

He first arrived at the University in 
1985, to read theology and then art 
history at Peterhouse. “Whenever I join 
an institution, I am always interested 
to discover how it works and to know 
something of its traditions and how 
it got to be how it is, so I started to 
read Statutes and Ordinances and the 
Reporter as an undergraduate,” he says.

After a brief period working full-
time as Estates Officer for the Middle 
Temple, one of the Inns of Court in 

London, he went on to train as a 
painter at the University of Wales 
School of Art, Aberystwyth, and at 
Reigate School of Art and Design in 
Surrey. He comes from quite a long 
line of artists of one sort or another, 
a tradition he has carried on, now 
specialising in painting of coats of 
arms and in other work influenced by 
heraldry. When Peterhouse wanted to 
put up the armorial shield of the Master 
above High Table in Hall, it was an 
obvious ‘in-house’ job.

His interests extend beyond purely 
academic ceremonial. In addition to 
teaching occasional courses about 
heraldry, he is currently running a 10-
week class for the University’s Institute 
of Continuing Education on various 
aspects of ceremonial dress.

Before becoming Ceremonial Officer, 
Milner had served two terms as a Proctor, 
first on the nomination of King’s 
College in 2002-2003, and then again 
nominated by Peterhouse in 2004-
2005. It was good preparation for the 
work he does today, and as an Additional 
Pro-Proctor he can still act as a stand-in.

Milner’s job involves him, to a 
greater or lesser extent, in all the 
regular ceremonial milestones within 
each year – the Vice-Chancellor’s 
Address, the Election of the 
Proctors and the Swearing In of the 
Constabulary on 1 October; the 
Degree Congregations that take place 
in 9 months of the year; Honorary 
Degrees in June, when distinguished 
individuals from around the world 
are honoured by the University; 

Remembrance Sunday; the Sermon 
before the University at King’s; Mere’s 
Commemoration; and the twice-termly 
University Sermons in Great St Mary’s. 

Even during Cambridge’s 2009 
Anniversary year, it is business as usual. 
“I don’t think the 800th will make a 
tremendous difference to my work 
as such, and as part of a continuous 
tradition, it probably shouldn’t,” he says. 
“There will, of course, be important 
special events going on to mark the 
800th, but our routine ceremonial such 
as Degree Congregations must go on 
as usual too.”

In October 2008, Milner was 
delighted to be admitted to Honorary 
Fellowship of the Burgon Society, the 
national society established for the 
study and appreciation of academical 
dress. “It was gratifying to discover 
that members of the Society look 
to Cambridge not only as one of 
the best examples of the routine 
use of academical dress, but also of 
ceremonial that is still in some respects 
connected to the year-round life of the 
University,” he says.

Think of that the next time you see 
the two Esquire Bedells leading the 
way with their silver maces at the front 
of the Vice-Chancellor’s procession as 
it goes into or out of the Senate House 
or Great St Mary’s. They are fulfilling 
a role that has been carried out since 
the earliest days of the University. And 
chances are that you might sometimes 
see another gowned figure – note the 
highly polished shoes – keeping watch 
from further back down the line.

In many cases, 
his job boils 
down to 
knowing or 
researching the 
answers to basic 
questions like 
who should 
wear what 
and why
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More than one million people die from malaria 
every year – most of them in the world’s poorest 
areas. While it’s no surprise to find Cambridge 
scholars at the forefront of the battle against 
the disease, crucial research is underway in the 
unlikely setting of the Department of Engineering

Malaria is one of the world’s worst 
health problems and one of its biggest 
killers. We may not feel its impact very 
often here in the UK, but in South and 
Central America, Asia, the Middle East 
and – in particular – Africa, it can be 
devastating.

According to the World Health 
Organisation, more than 1 million 
people die from its effects every 12 
months. Children in Africa can expect 
to have between one and five episodes 
of malaria fever in a year. And every 30 
seconds, malaria kills another child.

The sheer scale of that impact has 
led to internationally-backed initiatives 
such as Roll Back Malaria, which aims 
to have significantly reduced global 
deaths from the disease by 2010. 
Treating it, however, and creating 
the as-yet-elusive malaria vaccine, is 
easier said than done. To cure it, you 
have to know how it works. To do that, 
you have to understand what makes 
malaria parasites similar to or different 
from one another. And to achieve that, 
you have to know where to look.

Which takes us from the world’s 
worst malaria hotspots to the unlikely 
setting of the University of Cambridge’s 
Department of Engineering. Strange 
as it may seem, researchers here are 
producing computer software which 

has already proven essential in the 
global fight against the disease.

The work is being undertaken in 
the Department’s Machine Learning 
Group. This team of researchers, led 
by Professor Zoubin Ghahramani, 
focuses on understanding and devising 
computer algorithms – the sequences 
of operations which allow computer 
programmes to perform a given 
task. It was precisely one such set of 
algorithms developed by Dr Karsten 
Borgwardt which towards the end of 
last year helped scientists at the Sanger 
Institute near Cambridge to decode 
the genetic make-up of the malaria 
parasite Plasmodium knowlesi.

Until recently, only four species of 
malaria were known to affect humans. 
Plasmodium knowlesi was thought 
mainly to be a cause of malaria in 
monkeys, but in fact scientists had 
been grossly underestimating its 
effects. Today, it is emerging as the 
fifth human malaria parasite and is 
particularly dangerous in south-east 
Asia, where people often live close to 
the monkeys and mosquitoes which 
carry it.

Although all malaria parasites 
are similar, each new species has a 
unique set of tricks and disguises 
which stop the host’s immune system 

from fighting it off. This is all the more 
important because to treat malaria 
rapid recognition and an early response 
is vital. By decoding its genome – the 
complete set of genetic information 
controlling its behaviour – scientists 
were able to spot the “cloaking devices” 
used by Plasmodium knowlesi and 
move a step closer to developing drugs 
and vaccines to fight the disease.

But what does all this have to 
do with algorithms developed at 
Cambridge? To crack Plasmodium 
knowlesi’s code, scientists used a 
technique called “comparative gene 
finding”. This involves taking a similar 
species (another malaria parasite) 
whose genes have already been 
located and identified, and then 
looking for the same genes in the 
unmapped species.

“In any genome we have a very 

Cracking 
the code 
of a killer

Researchers 
here are 
producing 
computer 
software which 
has already 
proven essential 
in the global 
fight against 
malaria



Other ReCENT 
findings

Pest control
Scientists have uncovered the underlying 
biological reason why locusts form 
migrating swarms. The research, which 
was recently profiled on the cover of 
Science, could be used in the future to 
prevent the plagues which devastate 
crops, notably in developing countries. 
Locusts belong to the grasshopper 
family but unlike their harmless relatives 
they have the unusual ability to live in 
either a solitary or a gregarious state. 
A collaboration between a team of 
scientists from the Department of Zoology 
at Cambridge with Oxford and Sydney 
has identified an increase in the chemical 
serotonin in specific parts of the insects’ 
nervous system as initiating the key 
changes in behaviour that cause them 
to swarm. 

Near-misses
Why do people gamble if they know that 
the house always wins? New research 
by Dr Luke Clarke at the Department 
of Experimental Psychology argues 
that near-misses, where the gambler 
narrowly misses out on the jackpot, may 
provide part of the answer. Although 
the gambler loses their bet on a near-
miss, the researchers found that near-
miss outcomes make people want to 
carry on gambling, and caused brain 
activity in areas that normally process 
winning money.

Flower power
University research has discovered that 
bees see some flowers in multicolour 
because of previously unknown 
iridescence of the petals, usually invisible 
to the human eye. Iridescence is used by 
insects, birds, fish, and reptiles for species 
recognition and mate selection. However, 
this is the first time that it has been shown 
that plants use iridescence to attract 
pollinators. Bees see an iridescent flower 

in different colours depending 
on the angle from which 
it is viewed. The research, 
led by Dr Beverley Glover, 
shows that flowers use the 
same physical structure 

that makes compact discs 
iridescent. Flowers were 
previously believed only 
to use chemical colours.

For stories about breakthroughs in the sciences and the arts by 
Cambridge researchers go to www.admin.cam.ac.uk/news
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long string of sequence information,” 
Borgwardt explains over the phone 
from the Max Planck Institute in 
Tübingen, Germany, where he now 
works. “To work out the position of the 
different genes within the genome 
we need to find parts of the sequence 
which are shared by the genome we 
already understand.”

The problem is where to look. Any 
genome contains a baffling quantity 
of sequence information which 
makes spotting the similarities and 
differences rather like trying to find a 
needle in a haystack. Fortunately, this 
is precisely what computer algorithms 
are designed to do: The software 
developed by machine learners allows 
computers to extract useful patterns, 
rules and information from a huge 
jumble of data.

In this case, Borgwardt, working 

closely with Professor Irmtraud Meyer 
at the University of British Columbia 
in Canada as well as Dr Arnab Pain 
and other researchers at the Sanger 
Institute, developed software which 
enabled scientists to make predictions 
about where they might find certain 
genes in the sequence.

“Imagine it this way,” Borgwardt says: 
“We want to be able to give a label to 
every part of the genome sequence as 
we move along it. We want to be able 
to say: ‘This part of the sequence affects 
that gene, this part of the sequence 
belongs to this part of this gene.’ 

“Finding the most likely label for 
each part of the sequence is basically 
a mathematical problem – it depends 
on probability. Machine learning and 
statistics can help scientists to label 
the sequence and establish how the 
parasite works. Because not every 
parasite is the same, they can then spot 
the genes which are only present in 
one particular malaria species.”

Ultimately, it is this knowledge 
of the parasite’s code that will lead 
scientists to creating a vaccine. In 
the meantime, Borgwardt and his 
colleagues are interested in how they 
might provide similar support to those 
mapping the genomes of entirely 
different species using the same 
comparative method.

 “The probability of finding a gene 
that is similar to a gene of a related 
species depends on which species you 
are looking at,” he adds. “This means 
that our algorithm has to be able to 
adapt to each genome you want to 
decipher. New mathematical questions 
are being generated all the time as 
more comparative gene finding gets 
underway. By answering them, we may 
ultimately be able to help to solve a 
whole range of biological problems.” 

k  For more information, visit http://
mlg.eng.cam.ac.uk/ and http://webdav.
tuebingen.mpg.de/u/karsten/

Researchers in the Department of Engineering 
have devised computer algorithms that help 
them use the maps of known malaria genomes, 
such as this one, to decode the genetic make-up 
of unmapped malaria genomes.
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PROFESSOR SIMON FRANKLIN is the new Head 
of the School of Arts and Humanities where he 
has taken over from Professor Richard Hunter. 
Professor Franklin, a Fellow of Clare College, 
has written on Russian history and culture of all 
periods, but his principal research interests are 
medieval. He was recently awarded a Grand Gold 
Medal by the Russian Academy of Science. The 
“Lomonosov Medal” is the Academy’s highest 
award for scholarly achievement and is awarded 
for outstanding achievements in natural and 
human sciences. 

MR PETER FOX retires as University Librarian at 
the end of March. During his 15 years in post 
he has overseen major improvements and 
innovations in library services along with the 
expansion of the UL building, much of which 
were made possible by his successful fundraising 
initiatives. Professor Richard Hunter, Chairman 
of the Library Syndicate, paid tribute to his 
leadership, saying, “Mr Fox will retire at a time 
when the national and international reputation 
of the University Library is higher than ever, and 
the University owes him a very considerable 
debt of gratitude.”

REVEREND CHRISTIAN HEYCOCKS read history 
at the University of Wales before training for 
the Anglican priesthood at Westcott House 
Theological College in Cambridge. While there, 
he acted as a Lay Chaplain at Magdalene College. 
In 2000, he took the Queen’s commission as 
Chaplain in the Royal Navy, serving primarily 
with the Royal Marine Commandos. In 2006 
he became Chaplain to the University Staff at 
Great St Mary’s and was a founding member of 
‘A World to Believe in – Cambridge Consultations 
on Faith, Humanity and the Future’. He will leave his 
post in March to become Vicar of Sheringham.

PROFESSOR JEREMY SANDERS has been 
appointed as the new Head of the School of 
Physical Sciences. He joined the University in 
1973 as a Lecturer, then Reader in Chemistry 
before being made a Professor of Chemistry 
in 1996. He was Head of the Department of 
Chemistry from 2000 to 2006 and will remain 
a Professor within the department. He has 
also held the role of Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
since 2006 and chairs committees responsible 
for many areas of University life, including the 
University’s 800th Anniversary celebrations.

Dr Gerard Duveen (1951-2008)
Dr Gerard Duveen was a Fellow of Corpus Christi 
College and Director of Studies for Social and 
Political Sciences. He was a leading figure in 
social psychology and his work on cultural 
knowledge – social representations – made him 
one of the foremost experts in the field. Dr 
Duveen was appointed to a lectureship in the 
Department of Education. Four years later, the 
post was transferred as a University Reader in 
Genetic Social Psychology to the Faculty of 
Social and Political Sciences. When diagnosed 
with untreatable cancer last year he held a 
farewell party at Corpus with an open invitation 
to friends, family and colleagues.

Professor Derek Brewer (1923-2008)
Professor Derek Brewer was a life Fellow and 
former Master of Emmanuel College. He was an 
eminent scholar of English literature and began 
his teaching career at the University of 
Birmingham in 1949 with an Assistant 
Lectureship in English. He took up a post at 
Cambridge in 1965 and was elected to a 
Fellowship in Emmanuel. He was elected Master 
of Emmanuel in 1977 and Professor of English in 
1983. During his Mastership the College first 
admitted women, celebrated its quatercentenary 
and purchased Park Terrace.
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25 Years of Service
On the 19 November 2008 the 
Vice-Chancellor held a reception to 
recognise 25 years of service to the 
University by 28 members of staff. 
Those recognised were:
Mr Graham Allen, Professor Wendy 
Bennett, Mrs Beverley Bishop, Miss 
Caroline Blackmun, Dr Piete Brooks, 
Mrs Catherine Clifton, Miss Louise 
Cross, Dr Ruth Davis, Mrs Nuala Daw, 
Dr Clive Glazebrook, Mr Mervyn 
Greaves, Dr Mark Hallworth, Professor 
Ian Hodge, Professor Geoffrey Horrocks, 
Professor Christopher Howe, Dr Paul 
Millett, Professor Richard Needs.
Dr Jose Palma, Professor Ian Paterson, 
Mrs Kay Roper, Professor Kenneth 
Ruthven, Mr Chris Sendall, Dr Ruth 
Smith, Mrs Janice White, Mr Gerry 
Wilcock, Professor Barry Windeatt, 
Mr Nicholas Woodage and 
Mr Richard Young. 

New Chairs
k Professor Harry Bhadeshia has 
been inaugurated as the first TATA Steel 
Professor of Metallurgy. This new 
position, supported by a major gift 
from the TATA Steel Group, will support 
fundamental and far-reaching research 
into one of the world’s most sustainable 
and indispensable materials. Professor 
Bhadeshia is one of the world’s leading 
experts on physical metallurgy and the 
manipulation of steel.
k Professor James Wood has been 
named the Alborada Professor of 
Equine and Farm Animal Science. This 

professorship is named in honour 
of the celebrated career of the 
thoroughbred Alborada, and has been 
generously endowed by the Alborada 
Trust. Professor Wood will lead the 
management and development of the 
equine and farm animal sections of the 
Department of Veterinary Medicine. 

AAAS Fellow
k Professor Steve Oliver, Director 
of the Cambridge Systems Biology 
Centre and member of the Department 
of Biochemistry, has been named a 
Fellow of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science. 
The prestigious honour recognises 
Professor Oliver’s ground breaking 
work exploring the inner workings of 
the cell using the brewing and baking 
yeast Sarrchomyces cerevisiae. 

New Year Honours 
Two Cambridge academics were 
recognised in the Queen’s New Year 
Honours list.
k Professor Peter Nolan, Sinyi 
Professor of Chinese Management at 
the Judge Business School, is made 
a CBE for ‘services to supporting 
British business in China and China’s 
integration into the global economy’.
k Professor Marcial Echenique, Head 
of the Department of Architecture, is 
made an OBE for ‘services to Urban 
and Regional Planning’. His research 
explores how major cities can be 
inclusive, environmentally sustainable 
and economically efficient.

OTHER AWARDS
k Dr Julian Hibberd, from the 
Department of Plant Sciences, was 
named as one of the “Five crop 
researchers who could change the 
world” by the science journal Nature. 
The list comprised five ambitious 
scientists who are all determined to 
stop the world going hungry, by 
combating the increasing pressure on 
agriculture and escalating food prices. 
Dr Hibberd is working to ‘supercharge’ 
photosynthesis in crops such as rice, 
which could one day impact billions 
of people.
k Professor Emeritus Anthony Cross, 
Fitzwilliam College, has been awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate by the Russian 
Academy of Sciences’ Institute of 
Russian Literature (Pushkin House) 
in St Petersburg. He was Professor of 
Slavonic Studies from 1985 to 2004. 
k Dr Magdalena Zernicka-Goetz, of 
the Gurdon Institute and Department 
of Physiology, Development and 
Neuroscience, was elected as a 
life-long Member of the European 
Molecular Biology Organisation in 
2008. Dr Zernicka-Goetz studies the 
very earliest events in the development 
of the mammalian embryo that enable 
pluripotent stem cells to take their first 
cell fate decisions.
k Dr Tess Knighton, Faculty of Music 
and Clare College, together with 
Álvaro Torrente, has been awarded 
the American Musicological Society’s 
2008 Robert Stevenson Award for 
Outstanding Scholarship in Iberian 
Music for the collection of essays: 
“Devotional music in the Iberian 
world, 1450-1800: the villancico and 
related genres” (eds Tess Knighton 
and Álvaro Torrente, Aldershot: 
Ashgate, 2007). Torrente (St Catharine’s 
College) is a former graduate student 
of Dr Knighton’s in the Faculty of 
Music and is now a Lecturer at the 
Complutense University in Madrid.
k Professor John Denton, Department 
of Engineering, and Dr Budimir Rosic, 
Mitsubishi Senior Research Fellow 
in Engineering, have received the 
ASME 2006 Gas Turbine Award and 
ASME Best Paper Award for 2007. The 
awards were presented at ASME Turbo 
Expo 2008 in June in Berlin, Germany. 
The award recognises outstanding 
contributions to the literature of 
combustion gas turbines or gas 
turbines thermally combined with 
nuclear or steam power plants.

Members of staff were 
recognised recently for 
25 years of service to the 
University.
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HOUSES TO RENT

k Argentina, Buenos Aires
Spacious three bedroom flat (110 
m2) in San Telmo. Next to Plaza 
Dorrego and very close to Puerto 
Madero and Costanera Sur Nature 
Reserve. Surrounded by numerous 
restaurants, bars and milongas. Ideal 
for two to four people (two double 
bedrooms, plus single guestroom). 
The flat has all modern amenities, 
plenty of light and beautiful views of 
Rio de la Plata from the 11th floor. 
Contact: fmot2@cam.ac.uk or visit 
www.tangoflat.com 
k England, North Yorkshire Moors
Cottage in Low Mill, Farndale, with 
sitting room, dining room, play 
room, kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms and garden with lovely 
views. Sleeps 7. All mod. cons. 
Fabulous walks in all directions. Near 
Rievaulx, Castle Howard, Runswick 
Bay. 2008 rate: £360/week. 
Contact: Horace or Miranda Barlow on 
01223 366618 / 333867 or 
hbb10@cam.ac.uk
k England, Southwest Cornwall
Traditional granite cottage in 
peaceful countryside between St 
Ives and Penzance. Sleeps 5 in 3 
bedrooms, with comfortable sitting 
room, kitchen-breakfast room and 
bathroom. Sunny garden and 
off-road parking. Ideal for families 
and couples. Easy reach of wonderful 
beaches and coves, coastal path, 
sub-tropical gardens, historic and 
pre-historic properties. For more 
details and photos see www.
tinminerscottage.co.uk.
Contact: Penny Barton on 
pb29@cam.ac.uk or 01638 507192
k England, Suffolk, Butley
Comfortable, spacious, well-
equipped cottage with piano in 
Butley, Suffolk. Available for 
Aldeburgh Festival, weekends and 
short breaks throughout the year. 
Close to Orford, Sutton Hoo, Snape 
and Minsmere. Sleeps up to 8. 
More information: www.
butleycottage.co.uk 
Contact: Miranda on 01223 357035 or 
info@butleycottage.co.uk
k France, Nice
Two-room apartment, sleeps 2. 
Available for short lets. Quiet but 
central location near beach and 
town centre.
Contact: Robin Spence on 
rspence@carltd.com or (mobile) 
07808932943
France, Prades
Lovely holiday house for rent near 
Prades in French Pyrenees. Sleeps 
2- 6. Located in its own secluded 
valley and 6 acres of grounds. Very 
comfortably furnished. Stunning 
views. Perfect for quiet study or 
relaxation. One hour from Perpignan 
airport. 
Contact: Please visit http://web.me.
com/simonbanner for details and 
mention this ad for discounts on stays 
of 2 weeks or more.
k France, Provence
Large comfortable flat (80m2) in 

idyllic resort of Carry-le-Rouet 
embraced between land and sea 
wildlife reserves and close to the 
Camargue and Marseilles. Seafront, 
beach and coves within 50 to 100 
metres. Excellent for scuba diving, 
snorkelling, sailing, walking and 
cycling. Near all Provencal heritage 
treasures. Sleeps 6 comfortably. 20 
minutes Marseille’s airport. 30 
minutes from Marseille’s TGV station. 
Available in August and other times. 
Contact: Anita Ogier, ao10001@cam.
ac.uk
k France, Vienne
3 cosy gîtes, Les Ecuries 1 & 2 and La 
P’tite Boulangerie, each sleeping 4, 
in courtyard of old mule-breeding 
farm in countryside. Ping-pong, 
boules, sun-loungers, 10 x 5 metre 
swimming pool May–September. 
Suitable for couples/young families. 
Pets welcomed. Village with bakers 2 
miles. Convenient – just off RN10 
between Poitiers (Ryanair - 3/4 hour) 
and Angouleme. Open all year. 
Contact: www.lacharronniere.com
k Germany, Black Forest
Traditional wooden house (c. 1765), 
fully renovated, with all mod cons, in 
idyllic valley setting at the foot of the 
Feldberg mountain. Sleeps 8. 
Suitable for families and all ages. 
Ideal for walking, skiing and relaxing; 
many activities and varied sights 
nearby. Close to Basel-Mulhouse, 
Karlsruhe-Baden and Friedrichshafen 
airports (Ryanair and Easyjet flights 
from Stansted/Luton). £275-£375 per 
week (plus electricity). Photographs 
and full details available on request. 
Contact: blackforestholidays@
googlemail.com
k Italy, Tuscany
18th century farmhouse with 
east-facing studio available 
September to May. Restored to high 
standard, with writers, artists and 
academics in mind. Central heating; 
mod. cons and broadband. Beautiful 
location above small hamlet 10 miles 
from Lucca. Sleeps 5. Long term rent 
discounts. Further information and 
photographs available.
Contact: jmg47@cam.ac.uk
k Italy, Tuscan Apuan Alps
High in the Tuscan Apuan Alps - 
sixteenth-century Italian monastery 
owned by Cambridge University 
physicist is available for conferences, 
workshops, schools and group 
meetings. Fully-equipped lecture 
theatre and extensive computer 
facilities with all accommodation 
onsite. Daily activities such as 
mountaineering, caving, canyon 
walking, city tours, swimming, art 
classes and restaurant trips 
organized on request. Unique venue 
and memorable location. See 
website for photos and reviews. 
Contact: http://www.vallico.net/tti/tti.
html
k Poland, Cracow
Luxury studio flat, sleeps 2. 
Convenient and very central 
location. Available July/August – 
£350 per week. Long lets negotiable. 

Contact Peter 01223 277041
k Spain, Barcelona
2 bedroom apartment near beach, 
sleeps 6 with balcony overlooking 
swimming pool. Prices from £55 pn 
to £110 pn. Discounts for 6+ nights 
bookings. More information: www.
barcelonabeach.com.
Contact: Mary Aldridge, mea@eng.
cam.ac.uk

HOUSE FOR SALE

k France, Montelimar
Lovely house close to Montelimar, a 
group of fieldstone buildings built 
around a courtyard. Set in the 
countryside yet only 20km from the 
future Montelimar TGV and La 
Valdaine golf course. Full 120m2 of 
carefully renovated living quarters, 
includes three BR, living room, 
bathroom with toilet, shower room, 
separate toilet, cellar, workshop. 
Separate room with mezzanine, 
woodshed, outdoor bread oven and 
well, huge barn. Approx. 200 m2 just 
waiting to be renovated. 
Surrounding land 4,730 m2. Owned 
by a Swiss family. Price: Best offer 
(estimated €450,000). 
Contact: 0041.21.781.12.12 or 
robrist@bluewin.ch for images and 
further information. 

FOR SALE

k Double Bed
Beautiful, modern double bed for 
sale. We had placed this in our guest 
room, but rarely had guests, so it is 
virtually new. It is made of oak, is 
stylish, and has a convenient storage 
compartment. We will include both 
the mattress and the matching 
nightstand. £350.00. 
Contact: 01223 322290
k Audi A6
2006 Audi A6 dark green 
turbo-diesel saloon for sale with less 
than 3,000 miles on the clock. The 
car is in excellent condition and is 
securely garaged under an SORN 
pending sale. Best offer (estimated 
£17,000). 
Contact: whj20@cam.ac.uk

SERVICES

k ‘Informed Birth’ Antenatal 
Classes
Experienced qualified nurse, 
midwife, NCT teacher and mother is 
establishing a business providing a 
complete range of antenatal classes 
for parents-to-be in a friendly 
atmosphere. Course options: One-to 
One sessions, Luxury weekend, or 
Evening courses, will cover all 
essential topics. Held in various 
venues around Cambridge. 
Contact: Jo on email, jo@
informedbirth.co.uk, telephone, 01223 
836724, or web, www.informedbirth.
co.uk
k Skiing 
Skiing of yesteryear at Les Deux 
Alpes, at prices to match. Charming 
family-run hotel where the guests 
are everything. Situated in traditional 
French Alpine village with rapid 

access to the resort and glaciers at 
3600 metres. Excellent home cuisine 
and all modern facilities. Discounts 
on skipasses, ski school and 
equipment, in-house guiding.
Contact: http://www.hotel-venosc-
deux-alpes.fr or me, Bob Butcher, for 
enthusiastic advice, rjb2@cam.ac.uk
k Fitness for All
The Leys School on Trumpington 
Road has opened its state of the art 
Gymnasium and is now looking for 
new members to join. The member 
package includes use of the gym, 
squash, badminton and tennis 
courts, three swims a week in the 
heated pool and members’ families 
are invited to swim with them. The 
latter offer costs £350 per year but 
cheaper offers are available. 
Contact: 01223 508986 or 
plt@theleys.net
k Salsa Every Friday
SalsaBravo Classes for all levels 
7:30-9:30 at St Paul Centre, Upper 
Hall (Hills Road). 10:00 to10:30 a 
bonus class of Merengue, Bachata or 
Cha Cha Cha. 10:30 party till late 
(friendly atmosphere, great music). 
Class+club: £8, club: £4. You can 
book SalsaBravo for hen parties, 
birthdays and corporate events. 
Private salsa lessons and gift 
vouchers available. More 
information: www.salsacambridge.
com.
Contact: 077 298 298 06 or 
info@salsacambridge.com
k Take Up Sport
Whether you want to get back in to a 
sport you used to play, try a new 
sport or generally become more 
active, ‘Get Back Into...’ is offering you 
this chance. ‘Get Back Into...’ provides 
the opportunity for you to take up 
sport or physical activity in your local 
area in a friendly, social and 
non-competitive environment. 
Sessions are free or low cost. 
Contact: To find out more please visit 
www.getbackinto.co.uk

VOLUNTEERS

k Concert Orchestra
The Cambridge Concert Orchestra 
has vacancies for double bass, 
French horn and other instruments. 
Charitable ethos for concerts with a 
lively musical selection of film 
themes, show tunes and light 
classics. No auditions and friendly 
social scene of 60 members– town 
and gown. For more information, 
visit http://www.
cambridgeconcertorchestra.org.
Contact: concerts@
cambridgeconcertorchestra.org for 
more information
k Wintercomfort
Want to help rough sleepers come in 
from the cold on freezing winter 
nights? Wintercomfort is looking to 
develop a pool of volunteers to work 
on a rota basis alongside a paid 
professional. The service operates 
from 8.00pm – 8.00am when 
temperatures fall below freezing. 
Contact: If you think you can help and 

want to find out more please contact 
Pauline Elsey 01223 518140 or Pauline.
admin@wintercomfort.org.uk
k Branch Chairman – NSPCC 
The NSPCC in Cambridgeshire is 
looking for a new branch chairman 
to chair quarterly meetings and to 
develop the branch by increasing 
the number of supporters and 
fundraising activity in 
Cambridgeshire. 
Contact: For further information 
about this key role, please contact 
Sally Phipps on 01908 328060 or email 
her: sphipps@nspcc.org.uk 
k Business Action on Skills
Business Action on Skills needs 
volunteer ‘job coaches’ to support 
people back into the work place. 
Volunteers should be good 
communicators, have a natural 
empathy with others, able to 
manage challenging people and 
situations, determined and keen to 
make a difference to the wider 
community. Following a one day 
training session, you will meet with 
your coachee on a regular basis for 
the first 4 – 8 weeks, before planning 
the next steps forward. 
Contact: Helen Haynes on 
01733 244557 or email: 
Helen@positivemedia.org.uk
k University Community Sports 
Scheme
This year the University Community 
Sports Scheme will be assisting the 
Cambridgeshire Schools Sports 
Partnership with a variety of inter 
school sports competitions. We are 
looking for staff groups or 
individuals to get involved in these 
and many other sporting 
volunteering opportunities during 
2009. Most of the venues are in 
Cambridge and the times tend to be 
late afternoons. No experience or 
coaching qualifications are required. 
Contact: Caroline Ward, Community 
Sports Scheme Co-ordinator at 
caw58@cam.ac.uk
k Cambridge and District 
Community Mediation Service
The Service promotes and practices 
mediation as a constructive means 
of resolving disputes, principally 
between neighbours but also 
between work colleagues and 
between parents and vulnerable 
youngsters on the point of leaving 
home. The Service carried out by 24 
highly trained volunteer mediators is 
independent, funded by local 
authorities and housing associations, 
and is free to clients. Trustees are 
needed with publicity and/or 
financial expertise with a view to 
taking on the role of Hon.Treasurer 
of the Service in a year’s time. 
Meetings are held bi-monthly at 
5.30p.m.
Contact: 01223 301615.

The University of Cambridge 
accepts no responsibility for the 
advertisements or their content.



Sidney Sussex, would be a perfect arts 
and performance space. She put her 
ideas to the Master of Jesus and got 
the go-ahead to lease the property. The 
first event, a film and launch night, took 
place in February 2008 and showed 
what could be done in the space – with 
maximum effort and minimum budget.

Since those early days, when a 
handful of students put on events and 
exhibitions on an ad hoc basis with 
the slimmest of resources, The Shop 
has developed to become one of the 
most exciting arts projects in the city 
and a venue used for salsa lessons, 
community singing, art workshops 
and an eclectic range of music 
events. In the words of local resident 
Nikki Goldup, who has become the 
driving force behind The Shop, it has 
retained “its playful and experimental 
ethos without losing its charm and 
welcoming vibe”. 

A former head of art at the Perse 
School for Girls, Goldup recently 
completed an MPhil in Arts and 
Culture in Education at Cambridge. 
Her research focused on the use of 
textiles and art-making as tools to 
explore the lives and experiences of 
young mothers. Goldup’s passion as 

both an artist and teacher, and her 
belief that art-making can lead to a 
socially integrated community, has 
been central to the development of 
The Shop. She is assisted by third year 
history of art undergraduate, Georgia 
Artus, who shares her passion for 
costume and textile making. 

An artists-in-residence scheme 
started in June 2008 with the sculptor 
Miriam Austin, who is currently 
working on a project entitled ‘The Third 
Space’ with artists and writers based 
in the UK and US. The project draws 
from material gathered by artists and 
anthropologists on a research journey 
to Pakistan and India and will be 
exhibited throughout 2009.

The role of The Shop, says Goldup, 
is not to compete with institutions 
that sit within the University but 
rather to build bridges and fill in a 
gap, giving the whole community the 
opportunity to develop links through 
engagement with the arts. Thus on 
consecutive evenings if you stop to 
gaze through the windows you might 
catch Congolese line dancing, knitting 
or drumming workshops…

k  http://theshopjesuslane.co.uk/

 February / March 2009 | UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE Newsletter | 15

Can fruit be art? Alan Warburton 
thinks so: his colour photographs show 
apples in the process of being cut 
up – pared, peeled, quartered, sliced 
and cored – with the pieces set out on 
wooden tables. Taken from above, the 
images focus on the fruit itself and the 
hands of those doing the cutting. 

This is the Fruits of Conversation, 
one of a series of thought-provoking 
exhibitions at The Shop on 18 Jesus 
Lane. A space in a complex of buildings 
owned and leased by Jesus College, 
The Shop is made available by the 
College for arts and performance 
activities in the broadest sense – with 
the objective of bringing together 
students, artists and local residents in 
an informal and inclusive setting. 

Warburton’s most recent work is 
a shining example of this ethos. His 
project involved the local community 
to gather apples in the orchard 
of Girton College and, by cutting 
and arranging them, explore their 
personal responses to issues that 
affect those who live in Cambridge: 
the multiple pressures on a city with 
an ancient centre and the importance 
of integrating ethnic minorities into 
Cambridge culture and society. 

The Shop is a truly grass roots 
initiative. It was two years ago that 
Jesus architecture student Paloma 
Gormley, now in her third year, spotted 
the potential of a former retail outlet 
lying empty on Jesus Lane in the heart 
of the city, just a short walk from the 
Chimney – the passage that leads 
down to Jesus College’s porters’ lodge. 

It didn’t take her long to conclude 
that this generous space with its big 
windows, facing the garden walls of 

Artist Alan Warburton 
organised the exhibition Fruits 
of Conversation, which gave 
Cambridge residents, including 
Fran Sutton, the opportunity 
to describe the city using 
apples. The show was on view 
in December at The Shop on 
Jesus Lane.

Fruitful endeavours 

Art for kids 
The most recent addition to The Shop’s regular activities is weekly 
Saturday morning workshops for children (9.30 to11am for 5- to 
10-year-olds, 11.30am to 1pm for 11- to 14-year-olds). Led by 
educator Nikki Goldup and sculptor Miriam Austin, these sessions 
encourage children to learn about the work of professional artists 
through playful yet focused arts activities. Subsidised places are 
offered to children of those who are students at the University or to 
those receiving state benefits. 
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And the winners are …

Battle of the brains
The Cambridge University Quiz Society 
is planning a tournament to establish 
once and for all which University 
department is able to make the 
claim that its members are the most 
knowledgeable. 

The interdepartmental challenge 
will pit teams composed of staff and 
students against each other in a 
knockout tournament similar to the 
BBC’s University Challenge programme. 
Some of the questions will be 
specifically written for the competition, 
and many of them will cover the many 
ideas, discoveries and innovations to 
come from Cambridge over the past 

eight centuries. 
Current staff and students are 

invited to come and cheer on their 
colleagues. The application deadline is 
16 February; round 1 will take place 
2 March, the quarter finals on 9 March, 
and the semi finals and final in April. 
 k For details, visit www.cam.ac.uk/800 
or www.srcf.ucam.org/quizsoc/

Calling all poets
Here’s a poetry challenge for all current 
and would-be poets: Compose 30 lines 
of poetry, incorporating the numbers 
800, 1209 and 2009 in whatever way 
you wish. For example, 1209 can be 
represented as £12.09, 12 September, 

9 December or nine minutes past midday.
The Haddon Library of Archaeology 

and Anthropology is running the 
competition, which is open to 
members of the University and the 
general public. It will be judged by poet 
Sue Butler. Butler’s fourth collection, Via 
Leeds to Lake Ladoga, was published by 
Redbeck in 2008. Her poem ‘Holes’ won 
first prize in the Virginia Warbey 
competition in 2007, and ‘Devaluation’ 
came first in the Haddon Library’s 70th 
anniversary competition in 2006.

First prize will be £100, second prize 
£50, third prize £25. The prizes will be 
presented in Cambridge on Friday 
25 September 2009, during the 
University’s Alumni Weekend. Winning 
poems will be posted on the Haddon 
Library’s website: http://haddon.
archanth.cam.ac.uk/.
k The entry deadline is 1 June; further 
information is available from Aidan 
Baker, Haddon Librarian, on (3)33506 or 
asb12@cam.ac.uk.

Let’s get physical
The Physical Education department 
is planning a number of events 
throughout 2009 to celebrate the local 
partnerships that have developed 
through sport and physical education. 

A week of sports ‘taster sessions’ is 
planned for the week beginning 22 
June, encouraging staff to get back into 
a sport they used to play, try a sport 
which is new to them, or to become 
more active in general. Members of 
staff are invited to participate as 
players, coaches, officials or volunteers.

The department is also planning a 
Family Fun Day on Saturday 27 June 
open to all staff and their families. 
The day will include many of the same 
activities planned for the ‘taster 
sessions’, but with additional events 
targeted to families. Participants will 
have the chance to try out historical 
and modern forms of sport played at 
Cambridge throughout its 800 year 
history as well as fun, games and sports 
demonstrations. 
k For more information, contact 
caw58@cam.ac.uk.
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The Senate House and Old 
Schools were spectacularly 
lit for a light show and bell-
ringing event marking the 
launch of the University’s 
800th Anniversary year 
on 17 January. For more 
pictures, see the special pull-
out section in this issue.

N
ige

l
 Luckhurst










For details on 2009 Fund projects, visit 
www.800.cam.ac.uk/page/9/2009-fund.htm

It’s not just about 800 years.

It’s about the modern Mathematical Tripos, eco-
racing and choral music, women’s education 
and famous bridges …

The 2009 Fund is providing the opportunity for 
staff and students to share what the University 
means to them. 

Out of 200 applications, nearly 50 proposals 
for special activities promoting or celebrating 
the contribution of Collegiate Cambridge to 
society made the grade to receive a portion of 
the £250,000 fund. In the final of three funding 
rounds, 20 applications, including those 
profiled below, were approved. 


