College Bursaries and Publicity: Guidelines

In view of the levels of student hardship caused by the inadequacy of the current student support system in the UK, the Colleges are actively committed to fund-raising for access bursaries and other grants for those who would otherwise find it difficult to undertake a course of study in Cambridge to which they had been admitted. As part of their relationship with individual donors, and in recognition of the essential contribution they have made to the enhancement of educational opportunity, they would naturally wish to give all appropriate publicity to such donations.  However, the Colleges collectively recognize the need to balance such publicity, in so far as it relates to individual Colleges, with the risk that patterns of application may be distorted in a way that compromises the fairness of the selection procedures for Cambridge as a whole.  

The Colleges are working together to ensure that no undergraduate student who is eligible for means-tested support in Cambridge should be significantly disadvantaged by attending one College rather than another. In the interests of the fairness and transparency of admissions procedures the Colleges have agreed not to use financial inducements to persuade potential students to apply to one College rather than other, but rather to emphasize the existence of a common baseline of bursary provision across all Colleges.   In particular therefore the Colleges subscribe to common conventions on the material to be published in the University’s Undergraduate Prospectus and on the University website. In both cases emphasis should be placed on the provision of bursaries across Cambridge rather than in individual Colleges. 

The following guidelines have been agreed in respect of the publicity given to College undergraduate bursaries:

· No College provision that might be interpreted as offering a financial inducement (e.g. reference to access bursaries, rent rebate schemes, hardship grants, book or travel grants) should be advertised in the University’s Undergraduate Prospectus.  It may, however, be advertised in individual College prospectuses or websites.
· Any publicity for College-specific undergraduate bursaries on the University website should be placed fully in the context of the Cambridge Bursary Scheme administered by the Isaac Newton Trust.

· Any press release in relation to access bursaries should include a reference to the Cambridge Bursary Scheme administered by the Isaac Newton Trust.

· Colleges may advertise their own undergraduate bursaries to potential applicants in their individual prospectuses and websites but should always include a reference, and in the case of websites a link, to the Cambridge Bursary Scheme administered by the Isaac Newton Trust.
· In any admissions-related publicity relating to bursaries or other financial contributions precise figures should not be used.
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